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LEGAL KNOWLEDGE GUIDE

Understanding Anticipatory Bail
Under BNSS

A practical overview of the process, key considerations and procedural changes.

PRACTICE AREA LAST REVIEWED FORMAT
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BEFORE YOU RELY ON THIS GUIDE

This PDF is general information only. It is not legal advice, a pleading, a legal notice, or a guarantee of an outcome.
Requirements, deadlines and forums vary by facts, jurisdiction and current law.
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What anticipatory bail is

Anticipatory bail is a direction that a person be released on bail if arrested for a non-bailable offence. Under
the BNSS framework that replaces the CrPC for many procedural purposes, courts still weigh factors such as
the nature of the accusation, antecedents, and the risk of absconding or influencing witnesses.

Practical process

Applications are typically moved before the Sessions Court or High Court with supporting facts, notice to the
public prosecutor where required, and proposed conditions. Interim protection may be sought while the main
application is pending. Outcomes depend entirely on the facts of each case.

Questions to organise

Record the allegations, current custody or notice position, relevant dates, prior orders, documents already
available, and the urgency that needs to be explained to an advocate.

PRACTICAL NEXT STEP

Bring your timeline, questions and relevant documents to a focused conversation. Do not upload confidential
documents unless the firm specifically asks you to do so.

Source note: India Code - Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 - Section 482. Check the current official text and case law before
relying on this guide.
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